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Great Qutdoors Beckons to All

After the weather cools and before the blizzards, revel in the hills, trails and streams

By David Figura _ == —_—
Outdoors Editor ;
he autumn is a glorious
time to be outdoors in Up-
state New York. Fishing,
hunting, kayaking, hiking —
take your pick.

Besides the breathtaking
scenery (particularly during the
height of fall foliage season), the
cooler, more pleasant weather
often holds an added bonus —
few, if any, bugs.

A sampling of activities in-
clude:

1. Hook a big salmon: Ready
to rumble with a huge fish?
Drive up Interstate 81 to Pulaski
between Labor Day and mid-Oc-
tober. Thousands of chinook and
coho salmon swim up the Salm-
on River each fall to spawn.
We're talking 20- to 30-pound
fish here. They can be taken on
bait, flies or lures.

2. Bronzeback bonanza: Just
around State Fair time, the local
smallmouth bass fishing starts to
warm up. From Halloween and
continuing through Thanksgiv-
ing, the smallies are on fire.
They’re ravenously feasting on
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HIKING TRAILS are plentiful in
CNY. Felicia Wells, son Noah

baitfish and crabs, builfiing fat and their dog Nutmeg enjoy
reserves for the long winter. . : St £ the trails at Rice Creek Field
Check out the Seneca River, Fie photo/ Al Campanie, 2001 g4atinn Thompson Road, Os-

Onondaga Lake, all the Finger ~ KAYAKING can be great in Septernber and October, and the water is still relatively warm (just in

Lakes — and marvel at the fight ©25€ you fallin it).
these fleshy fish have to offer.
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ly, with: the colder water lemper-
afier the lomg, hot semmer. The
fish beoome more active as they
Browm troest in particular be-
come very termionial and azgres-
sive as they get ready to spawn
Hot spoits inchude: Limestone
Creck, Chitterango Creek and
Nine Mile Creck. For the bizgger
fish, check out West Canada
Creek or further sowth, the Dela-
ware River.

4. Hunting (Bow and ammow]:
Bow season starts the
affter Columbus Diay {Oct. 13).
Hemters can go after deer, and in
limited areas, bear as well (in the
Catskifls and southwestern New
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bemting kicks off Saterday with
the sgimel season. The rest of
tive smnafl game bonting opporta-

nities (rabbit and grouse) begin
Oct. 1. Those hunting big game
(deer and bear) have w0 wait nntil
Now. I7.

6. Birding: Notking symbol-
izes fall kike the sight and soemd
of bonking Casada peese flying
overhead in a V-formation. A
popular resting area aloag the
ﬂ\"iﬁ‘aj“ll’]‘lﬁ]]j’ binds

the Moaternma Wildife Ref-
uvemﬁala:alzalis.]}nmnﬂm
falt,mﬂ.urgkmﬂmmfugr;
are jam-packed with birds of
every size, species and color. For
further information, click on

friemdscfmomtezuma.org or
call S68-59ET. Another spot o
check omt is the recently opemed
Moegezuma Awdebon Center in
Savannah. For more informa-
thom, call 365-3580 or check out

7. Fall camping: Take in the
warm, Indian semmer days and
ool nighes. The fall bolds great

wwnw. kanawakecanoe.orgl
KanawakeWeboome ikmi.

9. Hiking/badkpacking: Ono:
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ASHERMEM CAM REEL IN hefty
salimon, like this one caught by
Omar Ruscitti, of Quebec Gy,
at the Salmon River im Pulaski.
People come from far and wide
#o fish for a few days in the Os-

‘wegn County village.





